
5 July 2025 

 

Easy Children’s Book Week 
Costumes  

featuring children’s books by  
Western Australian and Australian Authors & Illustrators 

Simple ideas for Children’s Book Week costumes to make with your children. 
Find these books at your local public library or bookshop. 

 
Cover Book Dress Up What you need 

 

One Wrong Turn or 
Breaking Pointe  

 
by Chenée 
Marrapodi. 

Ballerina 

What you need:  
• Tutu 
• Ballet Slippers 

OR 
• Tracksuit & Slicked back 

bun 
• Find out More: 
https://www.cheneemarrapodi.
com/ 
 

 

Everything You Need 
to Know about the 

Tooth Fairy 
 

by Briony Stewart 

Tooth Fairy 

What you need:  
• fairy wings, 
• magical/cool clothes 

(sparkly dress, cool pants, 
anything awesome)  

• A pouch for collecting 
teeth!  

• Find out More: 
https://www.brionystewart.co
m/ 

 

 

Gymnastica 
Fantastica 

 
by Briony Stewart 

 

Gymnastic Legend 

What you need:  
• Key Item - Twirling ribbons! 
• Red leotard or clothing  
• OR tracksuit since you’re in 

training.  
• Find out More: 
https://www.brionystewart.co
m/ 
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Every Night at 
Midnight 

 
by Peter Cheong 

 

Wolf 

What you need:  
• Black/Grey fluffy clothing 
• Ears (simple black felt 

triangles cut out and added 
to a headband or hairclips)  

• Add face paint for a nose 
• Find out More: 
https://www.petercheong.com/ 

 

 

Runt  
 

by Craig Silvey 
 

Farm/flannel 
aesthetic  

(Annie) 
 

OR Stunt kid! 
(Max) 

What you need for Annie  
(hero of the story): 

• flannel shirt 
• overalls 
• boots  
• a tool belt (with a can of dog 

food is plus) 
What you need for Max  
(her daredevil brother):  

• Helmet 
• BMX Gear 
• Backpack with a 

“tablecloth parachute” 
• Normal outfit underneath.  
• Find out More: 
https://www.craigsilvey.com/ 

 

 

Listen, Hippo 
 

by Gabriel Evans 
 

Hippo or Billy 

What you need:  
• Yellow & White 

Stripes/Spots (white t-shirt 
+ fabric paint) 

• Yellow Beanie 
• Black bottoms 
• Find out More: 

https://gabrielevansartist.com/ 

 

A friend for George 
By Gabriel Evans 

George 

What you need:  
• Boat paddle (made from 

cardboard)  
• Red and white striped long 

sleeve top 
• Find out More: 

https://gabrielevansartist.com/ 
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Cattle Muster 
 

By Dianne Wolfer & 
Frané Lessac 

Outback Jillaroo or 
Jackaroo 

What you need:  
• Flannel Shirt  
• Jeans  
• Akubra style hat 
• Find out More: 

https://diannewolfer.com/ 
 
https://franelessac.com/ 
 

 

The Big Book of 
Australian Nursery 

Rhymes 
By Frané Lessac 

Australian Animals 
Koala 

(Rock-a-Bye, Joey) 
Or 

Star 
(Twinkle Twinkle 
Southern Stars) 

Or 
Old MacDonald went 

Out Bush 
 
 

What you need: 
Koala: 

• Grey pants and grey shirt  
• Ear shapes from grey 

felt/card and attach them to 
a headband. 

• Use grey or black face paint 
to create a koala-like nose 
and eye markings.  

Star: 
• 2 large cardboard stars 

covered in tinfoil, couple of 
strips of card to join them 
together over the shoulders 
 

Old MacDonald: 
• Backpack 
• Walking Poles 
• Jeans  
• Akubra style hat 
• Find out More: 

https://franelessac.com/ 
 

 

Nanna Croccles 
 

By Susan Joy Lu 
Nanna Croccles 

What you need: 
• Pink/Yellow boots (you 

could paint boots to be this 
colour 

• Blue Jeans  
• Glasses (bonus for them 

being pink framed) 
• Find out More: 
https://susanjoylu.com/ 
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Neville’s Great 
Escape 

 
By Sean E Avery 

Neville 

What you need:  
• Red ribbon tied on your 

wrist  
• Black & white clothing  

OR  
• Penguin Costume  
• Find out More: 

https://seaneavery.com/home.htm
l 
 

 

Frank’s Red Hat 
 

By Sean E Avery 
Frank 

What you need: 
• Red Beanie 
• Black & White clothes 

OR 
• Penguin onesie – if you’ve 

got it  
• Find out More: 

https://seaneavery.com/home.htm
l 

 

Ducky the Spy 
 

by Sean E Avery 
 

Duck Spy 

What you need:  
• Black coat 
• Black hat 
• Magnifying glass (can make 

one with a pipe cleaner)  
• Yellow jumper/top 
• Could make a duck bill with 

paper plate & 
elastic/ribbon.  

• Find out More: 
https://seaneavery.com/home.htm
l 

 

Stellaphant 
 

by James Foley 
 

Animal Astronaut 

What you need:  
• Space outfit -  white shirt 

and pants 
• Glue on felt details: cut felt 

into strips for stripes and 
belts.   

• Use black felt and glue it 
around the middle of the 
shirt to make belt 

• Visit James’ website for an 
elephant paper plate  
mask template 
Find out More: 
https://jamesfoley.com.au/ 
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Brobot 
 

By James Foley 
Sally Tinker 

What you need: 
• Apron 
• White T-shirt 
• Black pants 
• Hair in a ponytail on top of 

your head 
• Bonus: - Tools for tinkering  
• Find out More: 

https://jamesfoley.com.au/ 

 

Bush Magic 
 

By Kylie Howarth 
Jarrah 

What you need 
• Orange jumper 
• Yellow pants/leggings with 

black dots (could do black 
leggings with yellow dots)  

• Yellow gumboots  
• Flower Crown  
• Find out More: 

https://www.kyliehowarth.c
om/ 

 

Fish Kid 
By Kylie Howarth 

 

Fish Kid 
 

What you need 
• Mask and snorkel 
• Rash vest or wetsuit 
• Find out More: 

https://www.kyliehowarth.c
om/ 
 

 

 

Koala stole my 
undies 

 
By Kylie Howarth 

Koala 

What you need 
• Pair of (preferably LOL 

clean) undies 
• Ear muffs 
• Find out More: 

https://www.kyliehowarth.c
om/ 
 

 

 

 
Kev & Trev: Snot 

Funny Sea Stories 
 

by Kylie Howarth 
 

Kev the Cockatoo 

What you need:  
• Yellow Crest (could be 

made if you’re feeling crafty 
or think yellow hat or 
beanie), 

• Boardshorts 
• White jumper/long sleeve 

top 
• Boogie Board - if you’ve got 

it 
• Find out More: 

https://www.kyliehowarth.c
om/ 
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The Last Viking 
 

By Norman 
Jorgensen & James 

Foley 

Josh 

What you need:  
• Viking helmet – create or 

buy 
• Homemade shield, armour 

and sword from cardboard 
• Find out More: 

https://normanjorgensen.c
om.au/ 
 

 

The Thylacine and the 
Time Machine 

 
by Renée Treml 

Violet 

What you need: 
• Dark blue track suit pants  
• Dark blue t-shirt 
• Ugg boots 
• Using the Thylacine mask in 

the book as a model, create 
a mask from a large brown 
paper bag. 

• Find out More: 
https://reneesartwork.com/ 
 

 

Say Hooray 
 

by Renae Hayward 
and Rebecca Mills 

As yourself 

What you need: 
• A sign with the words, Say 

Hoorah, written on it. This 
can be pinned to the chest 
or suspended around the 
neck with string. 

• A supply of party poppers to 
pop when people say, 
Hooray. 

• Find out More: 
https://renaehayward.com/ 
 

 

Say goodnight 
by Renae Hayward 
and Rebecca Mills 

Child getting ready 
for bed 

What you need: 
• Blue (or not) toy rabbit  
• Pyjamas 
• Find out More: 
https://renaehayward.com/ 

 

 

Salty 
By Sandi Parsons & 

Jasmine Berry 
 

Dara 

What you need: 
• Spy glass 
• Dictionary 
• Find out More: 
https://www.sandiparsons.com
/#/ 
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BaaBaa Black Belt 
By Gavin Aung Than 

 
The sheep 

What you need: 
• Long white top  
• black tie around the waist 
• Find out More: 

https://aungthan.com/ 
 

 

One Thousand 
Snapshots 

By Steve Heron 
Maddy 

What you need: 
• Camera and purple jumper. 

Make some ‘instamax’ 
photos from white 
cardboard and images cut 
from magazines 

• Find out More: 
https://steveheron.com/ 
 

 
 

Ling Li’s Lantern 
By Steve Heron 

Ling Li 

What you need: 
• Yellow top 
• paper lantern on a stick 
• Find out More: 

https://steveheron.com/ 

 

Samara Rubin and 
the Utility Belt 

By Sharon Giltrow 
 

Samara 

What you need: 
• Red glasses (made from red 

pipe cleaners)  
• white and red striped top 
• belt with items clipped to it 

(like a paint brush, small 
perfume bottle, glue, key, 
earbud headphones) 

• Find out more: 
https://www.sharongiltrowauthor.c

om/ 
 

 

Timeless 
By Kelly Canby 

Emit 

What you need: 
• Butterfly net  
• white and green stripey top 
• Find out more: 

https://kellycanby.com/ 
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Verity finds her voice 
By Jasmine Berry Verity 

What you need: 
• Green top  
• orange dungarees  
• big yellow sunflower in her 

hair 
• Find out more: 

https://www.jasmineberry.com.au/ 
 

 

Mavey & Beth’s 
double act – Where’s 

My Whistle? 
By Kristy Nita Brown 

& Alison Mutton 

Mavey 

What you need: 
• Blue top  
• a recorder 
• Find out more: 

https://www.kristynitabrown.com.
au/ 
 

 

History Mysteries – 
Lasseter’s Gold by 
Mark Greenwood 

Harold Lasseter 

What you need: 
• Akubra Hat 
• green shirt 
• brown neck-kerchief 
• shovel 
• map 
• Find out more: 

https://markgreenwood.co
m.au/ 

 

The Book of Stone 
By Mark 

Greenwood & Coral 
Tulloch 

 

Geologist 

What you need: 
• Hard hat/construction 

helmet 
• Black t-shirt and shorts 
• Hi Vis vest or jacket 
• Boots 
• Toolbox  
• Find out more: 

https://markgreenwood.co
m.au/ 

 
 

Queen Narelle By 
Sally Murphy 

 
Queen Narelle 

What you need: 
• Black t-shirt 
• Black leggings or tights 
• Cat ears headband and tail 
• (Draw on black nose and 

whiskers with face paint or 
make up 

• Find out more: 
https://sallymurphy.com.a
u/ 
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Into the Blue 
By Cristy Burne 

Blair 

What you need: 
What you need 

• Mask and snorkel 
• Rash vest or wetsuit 
• Find out More: 

https://cristyburne.com/ 
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